Additional Problem Solving Strategies
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   Think 1 will let you make a problem seem simpler. Once you figure out how much for one, then you can set up a chart to figure out how many for other numbers.  By finding one, you can find all.  
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Using Sometimes You Must Subtract is another strategy that can make problems seem easier.  Sometimes you find the answer for the whole and then the part, then you can subtract that part to find the answer for the remaining part.
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Venn Diagrams can be used to help solve confusing math problems. By drawing the Venn diagram and dividing out the groupings, you can see which numbers fit where, including when numbers fit into multiple categories. 
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The Language of Algebra can be used to turn a word problem into an equation that can be easier to solve. We use a variable to stand for one of the aspects of the problem and make equations using the way other items relate to that initial variable. When we find the value of the variable, we can then plug back into the problem to check and find more information.
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Don’t Be Fooled (Counterintuitive Thinking) can be used to solve problems “seem” easy.  Many time, with problems that “seem” easy careless errors can be made.  Sometimes the question is misread or the answer seems obvious so people rush.  Basically it is very similar to the Language of Algebra, but the problems “seem” simply so careless errors get in the way.  Once we take the time to really understand what the problem is asking, you can then use other strategies to help solve it.
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Divide and Conquer is a good strategy to use when the problem “seems” too large or overwhelming. If you can't solve the problem, divide it into parts, and solve one part at a time. 
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The 2-10 Method helps the brain understand how to solve difficult problems.  Plug in or replace 2 for the smaller number in the problem and a 10 for the larger number
And don’t forget LOGICAL REASONING which can be part of solving any problem! 
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